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The Center for Cultural Resource Studies was established on April 1, 2017, with the objective of improving access to 
cultural resources at the Museum for interdisciplinary and international research.

We have established a system to encourage wide-ranging utilization of our research outcomes, exhibits, archived 
resources, cultural and academic information facilities, for university education and research.

The National Museum of Ethnology (Minpaku) owns about 340,000 artifacts, 70,000 items of video and sound resources, 
670,000 books, and other research resources such as photographic archives, research database, and field note archives, 
survey papers, and other ethnological research papers left by cultural anthropologists and ethnologists.   These are 
important cultural resources that relate to the humanity’s cultures and activities, and precious academic resources 
to reflect on the past, present and future of humanity. The Museum is undertaking projects to improve the shared 
availability of these cultural resources for interdisciplinary and international research, by publishing the research results 
and information on these cultural resources through a database called Info-Forum Museum, and through other media 
including Special Exhibitions, Thematic Exhibitions, and Traveling Exhibitions. The Center supports these research 
projects, and plans and promotes new projects.

Since FY 2016, this Museum has managed an Institution-based Transdisciplinary Project of the National Institutes for 
the Humanities, entitled “Building of Info-Forum Museum for Cultural Resources of the World.” In FY 2017, the Museum 
will run four projects for database establishment, including the “Ainu Resource” and “Taiwan Ryukyu-related Resource” 
projects, and seven projects for database improvement, including the “Chinese Resource” and “Middle Eastern Resource” 
projects. The Center studies standardization and multilingual translations of the artifacts and resources. It also supports 
the promotion of these projects through database building, editing and publication.

If you wish to use the Exhibition Halls for a lecture, seminar or official event 
(such as an orientation meeting for new students) of your university under the 
supervision of a faculty member, we will waive the admission charges, if you 
apply before the event.
If a faculty member can not supervise the event, or if a professional or 
specialized training college wishes to use the Museum for a specialist training 
course, the admission charges will be discounted upon presenting the syllabus 
or any document that describes the syllabus content.

We have approximately 670,000 books and other media resources that focus  
mainly on cultural anthropology and ethnology. We encourage visits to the 
Library as a part of university education.

We have approximately 340,000 artifacts and resources collected from all over 
the world. They can be used for university education or research for free, under 
certain conditions.

We have approximately 70,000 video and sound resources from all over 
the world, including those produced by Minpaku. You can view about 770 
Videotheque Program contents on DVD.

An enormous amount of information, is provided in our databeses for 
collections and research results.

Anyone can attend a public event, such as a presentation on recent research or 
an exhibition lecture.

Initiatives to support young or new researchers include enhancement of 
postgraduate education and research visitors schemes.

The Museum implements Special Exhibitions, Thematic Exhibitions, and Traveling Exhibitions, in order to publish its 
cultural resources and related research outcomes. In the fiscal year 2017, the Museum will showcase: Special Exhibitions 
entitled “Beads in the World” and “Revisiting Siebold’s Japan Museum”; Thematic Exhibitions entitled “Resilience of 
Indigenous Cultures in Canada: Past, Present and Future” and “Woodcarving of Ainu Today” (working title); and Traveling 
Exhibitions entitled “The Power of Images: The National Museum of Ethnology Collection,” among others. The Center will 
promote the research that will enable these exhibitions and assist in the running of the exhibitions.

In the fiscal year 2017, we will research the ways to promote the interdisciplinary and international joint use of the 
cultural resources owned by this Museum, and effective ways to contribute to university education, academic research, 
dissemination of knowledge to the general public, and creation of cultures by their bearers.

In FY 2017, we will mainly pursue three projects.
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FY2010

2,026
70

FY2011

1,687
60

FY2012

2,521
80

FY2013

2,139
68

FY2014

2,573
81

FY2015

2,530
81

FY2016

3,168
98
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Records of Use (Free-of-charge Use)  98,  3,168 users (FY2016)
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