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Course Description:
Economy and Ethics / Seminar
Taking the examples of fair trade and other business transaction generally called ethical sourcing, this seminar

tries to explore a double aspect of economy: profit maximization and social reproduction.
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Course Purpose:

1)Seminar participants will become familiar with some basic concepts of economic anthropology such as
formalism/ substantivism/ (neo)marxism.

2)They will be able to understand the significance of ethical sourcing and fair trade movement as alternatives to
global capitalism.

3)They will be able to think various impacts of fair trade on the basis of the readings of case studies.
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Class Plan:
The seminar consists of three kinds of readings and discussions: 1) theories of economic anthropology, 2)

general argument for ethical sourcing, 3) case studies on ethical sourcing and fair trade.
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Classroom Location:
A seminar room on the 4th floor of Minpaku.
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Richard R. Wilk and Lisa Cliggett

2007 Economies and cultures : foundations of economic anthropology. Westview Press.

Laura T. Raynolds and Elizabeth A. Bennett eds.
2016 Handbook of Research on Fair Trade. Edward Elgar Pub.
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Remarks:
- Students who have no previous training of economic anthropology should consult with the instructor
beforehand.

» Open to Dept. of Regional Studies and Dept. of Comparative Studies Students




